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Mat Maestro Moves on

Three-time Olympic champion Yoshida Saori has announced she is
bringing her stellar career as a wrestler to an end.

"I decided to retire, feeling that I had done all I could in
wrestling," the 36-year-old said with a smile at a news
conference in Tokyo on Jan. 10 to mark the end of her 33-year
career as a competitor. "Thanks for all your support and cheers,"
she said, acknowledging the support she received over the years.

Yoshida also said, "I've come to see young athletes competing on
the world stage quite often, and I came to think it would be OK
to hand the baton over to them." She revealed that she finally
came to her decision after watching the Japan championships in
December last year, in which she did not compete. She wrote a
message about her retirement on her Twitter account on Jan. 8.

Yoshida was born in Mie Prefecture and started wrestling at the
age of 3, training at her home under her father Eikatsu, a former
winner of the Japan wrestling championships. She polished her
high-speed takedowns, and won three consecutive Olympic golds —-
at Athens in 2004, Beijing in 2008 and London in 2012. In 2012,
she received the People's Honor Award.

The freestyle wrestler won 13 straight world championships from
2002. Combined with her Olympic golds, she managed to achieve 16
consecutive world titles, surpassing the 12 of Russian wrestler
Alexander Karelin. She had 206 straight individual match

victories until she was beaten in the final of the 53-kilogram




division at the Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro in 2016. Some
even dubbed her the "strongest female among primates."

Yoshida had taken time out from competition after being defeated
in Rio de Janeiro. Her recent activities have included coaching
the Japanese women's team.

Of her future plans, Yoshida indicated that she wanted to
continue coaching the Japanese national women's team, and said
she hoped she could provide psychological support to team Japan
at the 2020 Olympic Games. She also said, "I have dedicated
myself to wrestling, so I would like to try something new."
Hair-raising Heritage

UNESCO added "Raiho-shin, ritual visits of deities in masks and
costumes" of Japan to the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity on Dec. 1.

The decision to add the visits by the deities, known as "raiho-
shin" in Japanese, was made during a meeting of the
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO in Port Louis, Mauritius.
As the newly registered visiting deities were added to the
existing entry "Koshikijima no Toshidon," a ratho-shin from an
1sland in the southwestern Japanese prefecture of Kagoshima, the
number of Japan's intangible cultural heritage listings remains
at 21.

In the ritual visit, a person dons a mask and a costume to look

like a certain deity, and visits neighborhoods or houses around




New Year's Eve, New Year's Day or other special occasions to warn
lazy residents and bring luck to the locals. The committee said,
"By performing the rituals, local people -— notably children --
have their identities moulded, develop a sense of affiliation to
their community, and strengthen ties among themselves."

Besides "Toshidon," which was registered in 2009, the updated
listing includes the deities "Oga no Namahage" of Akita
Prefecture, "Noto no Amamehagi" of Ishikawa Prefecture along the
Sea of Japan, "Miyakojima no Paantou" from Okinawa Prefecture and
others ranging from the Tohoku region in the north to Okinawa,
spanning eight prefectures. All 10 raiho-shin are already
designated as important intangible folk cultural properties by
the Japanese government.

As "Namahage" resemble Toshidon, calls to make a separate entry
for them on the UNESCO list had been rejected in the past.
Because of this, the Japanese government submitted a proposal to
have all of the raitho-shin added to a single listing in March
2016.




% 3 EB ﬁ ] ORI RRURRRALETOT, 2T TH

W19
MHNNV A A jay 7—)
BFEANE
[ )

W3TP YA

Art Immersion

PRI 5 57

(T35 =)V HOEEHIH]

1. TOHMZILKR - BEiZE LT, YHEHL THMED D 8 A,

2. MABEZOIRIC LI, 1 SHIOSIESZ AT TANI LTI EE N,

3. BEDOANETRTEALFTEIE>TL I, AR—ZAERITE PRI A %
9, ELURFITIEDTEET,

4. BRI, HEEL HEEOR, Ar~. EVA FOH%E LR, PHAR-R 1 ¥k
ANTLTIEE W,

% C DI, MAINICHI WEEKLY 201 944 H 2 0 H* [Art Immersion] . 5H

2 5 H%S [Grabbing Air Time] &K OGIHLEX L/, CLFE3, 7 0 0 7FE)

PfE R EE

AN HA S aYEEBCRA R
2B A

BN

JEE G5 B A

# U1 PE R B &

%\v
x5




RO FEE ASJUTLTIE W,
% | < OMEFTTUAT (Enter) LTLEEW,
% RBHY 7 b AJTHIHOZRIRIEICHEL T E T,
ITRICEZAR=ADNDH>TE, AR—AF—THOHZLEIH D TH A,
(RETIE. SZAT Y F0DBADAAD DT TY)

Art Immersion

There is a museum in Tokyo's Odaiba district that has no floor
maps, no glass or ropes around the exhibits, has nothing at all
in fact to distance the viewer from the viewed. That's because
the some 60 works on display are all digital, projected onto
surfaces or shining out from screens.

When someone approaches a wall draped in flower imagery, they
suddenly find themselves in the middle of a field of new blossoms
as the work reacts to the visitor and makes them part of the
scene.|<

This 1s the Mori Building Digital Art Museum: teamLab
Borderless, which opened in June 2018 and is designed to allow
visitors to not just see the artworks, but dive right into them,
and even alter them.

The interactive art experience is the brainchild of teamLab
founder Inoko Toshiyuki, who says that people in big cities tend
to draw a line between themselves and the natural or other
worlds. "I wanted to make something that helped people realize
this border doesn't exist," he said, and teamLab Borderless 1s
the result.

All living things coexist with other living things, points out
Inoko, but people who learn everything they know about other
worlds from the media rarely venture outside their own bubbles.
"It's not just living things. Cultures are also made up of

interactions with other cultures. It's easy to forget that in a




big city."

The teamLab Borderless museum, put on in partnership with Mori
Building Co., is the culmination of Inoko's ideas over the 17
years since he founded teamLab. And it drew some 1 million
visitors from home and abroad in less than six months.|<

"I want people to feel that they are a part of the world, that
the world 1s a part of them, and that even small changes by an
individual echo through the world. And I hope that people
1mplement that lesson in their actions," Inoko says.

Grabbing Air Time

Two—time Olympic snowboarding silver medalist Hirano Ayumu, 20,
won the men's park title at the Japan national skateboarding
championships at Murakami City Skate Park in Niigata Prefecture
on May 12. With the victory, he is closer to securing a spot at
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, where skateboarding was adopted as an
official Olympic sport for the first time — and a crack at
becoming the first Japanese athlete to win a medal at both the
Summer and Winter Games.

Park competitions take place on a hollowed—out course with a
complicated assortment of sweeping curves resembling deep bowls.
The incline at the top of the bowl 1s vertical or nearly
vertical, and skateboarders can emerge at high speed, performing
elegant mid—air tricks. Each competitor gets three tries at the
course, with points awarded for individual tricks plus overall

performance. The best total score of the three runs is counted




for the competition.

Hirano's highly distinctive aerials generated excitement for the
1,000—plus—strong crowd in the arena. Even though he lost his
balance and crashed near the end of the final run, "I took this
challenge with my eye on the Tokyo Olympics. I managed to take
one step toward that goal," said Hirano.

Hirano, a Murakami native, has been skateboarding and
snowboarding since he was 4 years old. He used to practice at the
skate park owned by his father and on local ski hills in the
winter.

He also came in third at a March skateboarding meet in Fujisawa,
Kanagawa Prefecture. It was his first competitive skateboarding
event in more than 10 years, but his stable performance supported
by his core strength shined.

Hirano says his skateboarding technique is still only "40%" of
what it should be, adding "though both (skateboards and
snowboards) are ridden on a sideways stance, they're completely

different ... but I keep on trying."
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Living the Dream

Forty years after her professional debut, legendary film
subtitle translator Toda Natsuko has no doubts about what
motivated her to keep going over the years.

"As a subtitler, I hoped everyone could enjoy good movies," she
said.

In a recent interview with the Mainichi Weekly, where Toda
started a movie translation column six years before her breakout
debut, she revealed she has loved movies since her elementary
school days, just after the end of World War II. Sitting in the
cinema, she felt moved by the Western movies she saw unfolding on
screen. Their world seemed completely different from the Japan
outside the cinema doors, which still bore the scars of war.

"Kids go through a time when they are always pestering their
parents to read them a book, " says Toda, adding that for movies,
"That time has never ended for me."

Though subtitling was a difficult field to break into, Toda
never gave up on realizing her dream, saying, "I want to do work
that I love. I can keep on living, even if I have to pick through
the garbage."[<

In 1979, at age 43 and some 20 years after embarking on her
mission, she finally got her chance with Francis Ford Coppola's
"Apocalypse Now." And then she was off, translating a movie per
week - 50 films per year.

During translation, she puts herself in every actor's shoes to




find a suitable translation. "Their lines are alive," she says.
"Words come from emotion, not from logic. Emotion is so important
in movies, and in all the arts."

Perhaps because of her close connection with movies, Toda cannot
hide her concerns about recent films. As digital technology
prevails in the film industry, many filmmakers seem to be overly
concerned with creating eye-catching images, while lacking depth
and emotion in stories. She feels that the year 2000 was a
turning point in this trend.|<

Toda will turn 83 soon, but she still translates a movie a
month, and sends in her twice-monthly Weekly column like
clockwork. "You can dive into an unknown world with every movie.
That' s what makes this work so interesting, and I just can't
stop," she says with a smile.[<
Yokozuna Hakuho gets Japanese citizenship, could stay in sumo

Record 4 2-time sumo champion Hakuho, 34, has acquired Japanese
citizenship, the government's official gazette revealed on Sept.
3.

Under Japan Sumo Association rules, only Japanese citizens can
become sumo elders after retirement. Hakuho's citizenship change
means he could remain in the sport after leaving the ring.|d

Hakuho, whose Japanese name is Hakuho Sho, was born in Mongolia
as Munkhbat Davaajargal. Debuting in 2001, his first championship
was as an ozeki in the 2006 Summer Grand Sumo Tournament. He

became the 69th yokozuna after winning consecutive tournaments




for his third title win 1n 2007. His overall 1,132 bout wins and
1,038 top-division victories are both records.

The Miyagino stable wrestler married a Japanese woman in 2007,
and from early on expressed his wish to teach after retirement.
Nine foreign-born wrestlers have become sumo elders, four from
Mongolia.

"I want to work hard as befits a Japanese person. Training

strong sumo wrestlers 1is one way I can give back to the sport,"
Hakuho said.
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Turning the Tide

Olympic swimmer Yusra Mardini has not had it easy since she fled
from war—torn Syria in 2015. But her eyes light up when she talks
about the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

"As a refugee who has lost a lot, I've reached this point with a
lot of passion for swimming," the 21 —year—old said. Yusra hopes
to take part in the games as a member of the Refugee Olympic
Team, and 1s now training at her base in Hamburg in northern
Germany.

Raised in the Syrian capital of Damascus, Yusra began swimming
at the age of 3. She and her older sister Sara, now 24, were
coached by their father. But the country's civil war began to
intensify, and when Yusra was 17, an unexploded shell crashed
through the roof into a pool while she was training. She decided
that fleeing to Europe with her sister was the only option. They
left Syria, hoping to make it to Germany, where Sara had a
friend.

The sisters secured a spot on an overcrowded dinghy prepared by
a smuggling group, and headed for the Greek island of Lesbos with
about 20 people aboard the vessel. But just after setting out,
the engine suddenly failed. The sisters jumped into the water,
and directed the front of the dinghy to make sure the boat
wouldn't overturn. After about three hours, the engine started
again, and everyone on board was saved.

In 2016, she was able to participate in the Rio de Janeiro Games
as a member of the refugee team. While Yusra hopes to take part
in the Olympics for the second tournament in a row, Sara decided
to give up swimming, and instead support refugees on Lesbos. Last
year, however, Sara was arrested by Greek authorities, who judged




her to be a member of a group that was helping immigrants
1llegally enter the country. She remains on trial.

When European countries stopped accepting the influx of refugees
that had poured into the region, they were left with nowhere to
go. Yusra says she wants to share the plight of these people.

"In Japan, which has hardly any refugees, I want people to know
the conditions in which refugees are placed," she said.
Blossoming Heroes

Japan bowed out of the 2019 Rugby World Cup after being defeated
by South Africa on Oct. 20, but not before making historic
strides in the tournament and proceeding to the quarterfinals for
the first time, thrilling legions of rugby fans.

The diverse Japanese team of 31 members, including 15 players
from overseas, bonded together under the slogan "One Team," and
won all four of their pool stage games to advance to the best
eight of the tournament, which was held in Asia for the first
time.

In the pool stage, Japan beat Ireland, a team that entered the
World Cup ranked No. 1 in the world and which had been seen as a
contender to win the tournament. They also felled Scotland, which
have regularly made the World Cup's best eight. At one stage
Japan rose as high as sixth in the world rankings — its best
position to date.

In the quarterfinal match before a crowd of 48,831 at Tokyo
Stadium in Tokyo, the Brave Blossoms sought to repeat the victory
over the Springboks that they achieved in Brighton, England,
during the 2015 World Cup. At the end of the first half, they
narrowly trailed 3—5, but in the second half, South Africa's
powerful forwards got the better of them. When the final whistle
blew, Japan's 3—26 defeat was settled.
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Gov't must do more to tackle Japan's population decline
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Editorial: Gov't must do more to tackle Japan's population
decline

A panel of experts set up by the Internal Affairs and
Communications Ministry has worked out an interim report on how
the government should respond to the decline in the population.
The report listed up specific challenges Japan will likely face
sometime around 2040 and urges the government to change its
policy.

The move apparently shows that the government has begun to
squarely face the fear that the national and local governments
may not be able to maintain their administrative functions in
about 20 years from now.

Countermeasures against the decline in the birthrate are
important, but the advent of a depopulation society in Japan is
inevitable. Nonetheless, the government of Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe has failed to confront such a reality and fallen one step
behind in taking countermeasures against population decline. The
Abe administration should launch efforts to work out long-term
countermeasures.

As of the autumn of last year, Japan's population was estimated
at approximately 126.7 million, down some 230,000 from a year
earlier, marking the seventh consecutive annual decline.

The panel of experts set the target year for countermeasures
against the fall in the population at 2040 because the panel

anticipates that the demographic composition around that year




will be one in which it is the most difficult to run
administrative bodies due to the decline and the aging of the
population.

Around 2040, Japan's population is estimated to fall by about
900,000 a year. Moreover, children of baby-boomers will become
senior citizens, and the number of those aged at least 65 1s
expected to peak at some 40 million.

The interim report cited three major risks that the central and
local governments will face 20 years from now: The rapid aging of
the population in the Tokyo metropolitan area and a crisis
involving medical and nursing care services; a serious shortage
of a young workforce; and the hollowing out of urban areas due to
a sharp increase in vacant houses and aging infrastructure.

The report also warns that generations who had difficulties
finding full-time jobs could age without sufficient preparations
for their post-retirement lives, and underscores the need to
create enough employment opportunities for these generations.

The report also encourages neighboring local governments to join
hands in creating larger administrative districts and to promote
the division of roles between themselves instead of having full
administrative functions on their own. The basic direction of
this recommendation 1s understandable, but such a measure could
prompt a review of the existing roles of prefectural and
municipal governments.

The Abe Cabinet has placed priority on making short-term

achievements such as economic growth and the revitalization of




local economies. However, strong political leadership is needed
more in addressing such long-term challenges.

The panel of experts will work out policy proposals next month.
Bureaucrats from central government ministries concerned
participated in discussions on a wide range of fields, from
childrearing and education to medical and nursing care services,
before the panel compiled the interim report. However, it still
needs to flesh out the proposals with more specifics.

The 1ssue 1s too difficult for the Internal Affairs and
Communications Ministry alone to work on. The prime minister's
office should create a system under which the entire government

will tackle this serious issue.
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Japan food waste bill a good first step,
but society-wide change needed
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Editorial: Japan food waste bill a good first step, but society—
wide change needed

A bill aimed at reducing the amount of food waste in Japan is
expected to be enacted during the current Diet session.

About 6.43 million metric tons of still-edible foodstuffs are
estimated to have been discarded in fiscal 2016. The United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set a target of
halving the amount of food each person throws away by 2030.
Japan's enactment of the law will be an important step toward
achieving that target.

The bill, drawn up and sponsored by a non—partisan parliamentary
league, states that reducing wasted food should be a nationwide
effort. It asks the central government to work out a basic policy
for attaining the SDGs target, and local bodies to cooperate in
implementing specific measures.

What is noteworthy is that the bill urges consumers to be
proactive about reducing their own food waste. About half of
foodstuffs wasted in Japan come from households. Many people
throw away food with expired "use—by" dates without confirming
whether 1t 1s still edible. Under these circumstances, 1t 1s
necessary to change consumers' consciousness of the issue.

As consumer awareness influences business operators, it
customary in the Japanese food industry to remove food items from
store shelves shortly before their use—by dates. The Act on
Promotion of Recycling and Related Activities for Treatment of

Cyclical Food Resources obligates business operators to reduce




the volume of wasted food, and the government has taken other
measures to that end. Still, the amount of food loss has remained
constant over the past several years.

The bill was not drawn up for the sole purpose of reducing
wasted food. It also urges national and local governments to
extend assistance to food bank programs to supply food to
1mpoverished families. While surplus foodstuffs are dumped by
some, food 1s in short supply in other areas. This imbalance
should be rectified. The fact that one in seven children in Japan
come from an impoverished household is a factor behind the bill.

The legislation mainly provides a basic, food waste reduction
philosophy, and how to ensure its efficacy needs to be addressed
after 1t 1s enacted. How to create a system to supply food to
households in dire financial straits will be an important matter.

There are fresh moves among businesses to reduce food loss.
Major convenience store chain operator Seven—Eleven Japan Co. is
set to introduce a system to give reward points to customers who
buy foods close to the use—by dates at all its stores across the
nation. The bill, if it comes into force, 1s expected to back
these moves.

Simply conducting an awareness campaign in accordance with
legislation will not change people's lifestyles. It is imperative
to implement measures to obligate business operators to take
concrete actions to reduce food waste and get consumers into the
campaign.

May 18, 2019 (Mainichi Japan)




Editorial: Online privacy rules should put users first

The government has released an interim draft of revisions to
Japan's personal information protection law, which is reviewed
every three years.

A central feature of the draft is that it gives individuals the
right to ask companies to stop using their personal information
collected online, and requires those firms to comply with such
requests.

Personal information on people who make use of various online
services, including their names and addresses, is used widely for
market research and to send them advertising. Under current
legislation, individuals can ask companies to stop using this
information only under limited circumstances, such as when the
information is obtained 1illicitly.

The proposed revisions to the Act on the Protection of Personal
Information would apply not only to Japanese companies, but also
to major information technology firms such as Google Inc., Amazon
Inc., Facebook Inc. and Apple Inc. —— sometimes referred to
collectively as GAFA.

The risk of personal information abuse is increasing in the
current digital age, and so the establishment of rules
prohibiting data from being used in ways that are against the
wishes of individuals is a natural progression.|<

The interim draft, however, sidestepped some important issues.

First, there were no new proposals for restrictions on how
users' website browsing data could be used. Browsing data, which

1s not recognized by the current law as personal data, can be




tapped to determine a user's preferences, and target them with a
barrage of tailored advertising. On this point, the government's
Personal Information Protection Commission said that browsing
data 1s considered personal information when it can be linked
with membership information and other such records to identify an
individual. Because of this, there could be cases in which
advertising is restricted based on a user's request. But such
restrictions would only be implemented on a case—by—case basis.

The draft also skipped over a decision on whether to permit the
"right to be forgotten," which allows individuals to have
unfavorable information from the past deleted from search engine
results.

In May last year, the European Union implemented the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which has been described as
the "world's toughest" privacy legislation. Browsing data is
recognized as personal information, and the GDPR acknowledges the
right to be forgotten.

It is probably important not only to strengthen such
regulations, but to bring more transparency to the process of how
data 1s used and for what purposes. Discussion from a wide range
of perspectives is needed.

The government will submit a final draft on revisions to the law
this year after soliciting opinions, and will aim to submit a
bill on the changes during next year's regular Diet session. It
1s iImportant to find a way of protecting personal information
befitting an IT age, that adheres to user —oriented principles.
May 6, 2019 (Mainichi Japan)
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Tokyo 2020 organizers falling short of 'diversity
& harmony' slogan
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Editorial: Tokyo 2020 organizers falling short of 'diversity &
harmony' slogan

Keyed to the slogan "diversity and harmony," the Tokyo 2020
Olympic and Paralympic Games are being ballyhooed as events that
will spur the creation of an inclusive society here in Japan.
However , we must question whether those running the games have
truly dedicated themselves to this goal.

For example, the Tokyo Organising Committee of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games has not created any Braille materials or audio
CD guides on how to buy event tickets, creating a barrier for
anyone with a visual impairment who wants to get a seat. The
first ticket lottery for fans in Japan is already finished. There
will likely be a second, but the organizing committee appears
unenthusiastic about providing Braille or prepared audio
materials for visually impaired would-be customers, stating that
"the official ticket sales site 1s compatible with text-to-speech
software ... and there 1s a phone number for those requiring
consideration. "

However, there are some people who are not used to navigating
the internet. Furthermore, the process for getting tickets is
complex and involves absorbing a mountain of information. It is
very valuable to have Braille materials that can be read easily
at any time. Wisdom and expertise are also needed to create ways
to communicate the information in ways that are easy to
understand.

The organizing committee guidelines state that "it is desirable




that all public documents be available in Braille, text files,
large-font text and audio formats." In other words,it is
necessary to provide information in diverse ways, and the
committee should respect this core aim of their own guidelines.

We understand that when it comes to ticket sales, the holding of
a second lottery and other facets of the process can be fluid.
The organizing committee has pointed out that it would be
difficult to amend Braille explanatory materials once they had
been printed and distributed. People with wvisual impairments
already have a hard time accessing information, and to cut them
off from avenues to participate in this momentous event is very
strange indeed.

The games are an opportunity for everyone -- with a disability
or not -- to participate together, whether as an athlete or a
member of the cheering crowd. The creation of an environment that
guarantees this opportunity is the inclusive legacy that these
games ought to pass down to the next generation.

First of all, games information not subject to change should be
made available in Braille and audio formats, for example what
events will be held when and where, and how to get there. The
organizing committee could take a page from the Tokyo Disney
Resort, which provides park maps in Braille for free.

Even for details that could shift, 1s 1t not possible to make
Braille or audio explanations on how to get the most up-to-date
information on the web? The organizing committee needs to take
the voices of disabled people's organizations seriously.

After the lack of materials for the visually impaired came to




light, the organizing committee put the phone service number for
fans with disabilities at the top of the Paralympic ticket sakes
site. The committee has said the number of telephone inquiries
has since increased. Further measures should be undertaken
through a process of trial and error, right up until the curtain
falls on the final day of the games.|<

September 16, 2019 (Mainichi Japan)
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Raise hazard map awareness to reduce
typhoon damage in Japan
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Editorial: Raise hazard map awareness to reduce typhoon damage in
Japan

The national government requires municipal governments to create
and release color—coded hazard maps that notify residents in
Japan of levels of flood risks in their local areas.

It has emerged that in several regions such hazard maps turned
out to have almost perfectly predicted areas that were actually
inundated following torrential rains brought by Typhoon Hagibis.

A flood hazard map for the central Japan city of Nagano is one
such example. In the city, 10 bullet trains at a JR depot for the
Hokuriku Shinkansen Line were submerged in water to at least a
depth of 4 meters after the Chikuma River breached its banks.
While the area was predicted to be inundated to a depth of around
10 meters in the event of flooding, the forecast was apparently
not utilized in the latest disaster.

In residential areas in Fukushima Prefecture in northeastern
Japan, many people lost their lives after the Abukuma River and
other rivers overflowed, even though possible flooding of those
waterways had been predicted. There may have been lives that
could have been saved if local governments had strived more to
expand understanding of hazard maps among local residents.

Almost all municipal governments across the country that are
required to create hazard maps have done so. However, such maps
were not utilized in disasters in many cases because their
contents had not been sufficiently known to local residents.

In the Mabicho district of Kurashiki, Okayama Prefecture, in
western Japan, where 51 residents died due to torrential
downpours that hit wide areas in western Japan last year, the

actual inundated areas almost matched those in a hazard map.




However, a post—disaster survey by the prefectural government
found that just a little over 20% of households in the area had
been aware of the content of the hazard map.

Many local governments carry their hazard maps on their
websites, while some bodies distribute printed maps to all
households when they are created or updated.|<

Nevertheless, hazard maps have not been sufficiently recognized
by local residents, partly due to their typical mindset of not
paying attention to natural disasters until they actually
threaten them. There are also people who say hazard maps are too
complicated for them to understand.

Local authorities should not wrap up their efforts just by
releasing and distributing hazard maps to local residents.

Some local governments informed residents of imminent flood
danger via the free communication app LINE by intermittently
releasing the rising levels of rivers and other information based
on their hazard maps as Typhoon Hagibis swept through the
country. Such direct information—sharing is effective and useful.

Compared to earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, the times and
locations of possible damage from torrential downpours triggered
by typhoons are much more predictable. At a press conference on
the day before Typhoon Hagibis approached the country, the Japan
Meteorological Agency referred to the possibility of issuing a
special emergency warning for heavy rain. Local bodies are urged
to ask residents to check hazard maps at an early stage.

Damage from typhoons could be mitigated by disseminating hazard
maps to local residents. Authorities are urged to continue
persistent efforts to have their hazard maps utilized in the best

way possible.
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